ADVENT PEACE THOUGHTS
Advent Lord, give us the grit and determination to straighten out the crooked
structures and systems that oppress your people. Give us the will and
stamina to topple all the rotten structures that demean and divide!

When walls built on injustice meet the force of creation, they crumble.
Recent heavy rain caused part of the Separation Wall near al-Burj,
in southern Hebron in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, to collapse.
Nature did what our world’s leaders have failed to do for decades:
it exposed the fragility of systems built to divide, restrict, and control.
This isn't just about concrete falling.

It's about a reality where entire communities live behind barriers,
cut off from their land, their livelihoods, their families,
while the rest of the world debates their humanity.
Rainwater doesn't negotiate. It doesn't discriminate.

It simply follows its course, revealing the truth that no structure built
on oppression stands forever. Justice has a way of breaking through,
sometimes slowly, sometimes suddenly, like floodwaters
carving through a wall. May this be a reminder:

What is built on fear will eventually give way.

What is built on dignity, equality, and freedom endures.

Come, Lord Jesus, Come!

Unknown

TV WITH A CONSCIENCE
Follow Aljazeera English online for challenging and insightful world news.

TUESDAY 9.00pm BBC1: WHAT'S THE MONARCHY FOR?

Over the years, the Royals have amassed extraordinary private wealth -
but how did they do it? This documentary asks what the monarchy costs the
taxpayer and whether the royals are truly worth their growing public price tag.

WEDNESDAY 9.00pm BBC2: THE BLACK DEATH

Lucy Worsley investigates the effects of the plague, which spread through
Britain in 1348 and proceeded to wipe out half the population.
How did it change our class structure, religious beliefs and the lives of women?

THURSDAY 9.00pm CHANNEL 5: SPECIAL MEASURES

With the wellbeing of those employed in schools making the headlines recently
and with the charity, Education Support warning that, with spiking levels of
stress, the workforce is in crisis, this drama serves to convey that the severity
of the crisis as teacher Amy faces the double-whammy of an Ofsted visit, her
head of department quitting the day of the inspection and a vulnerable pupil
who needs support.
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Monday 12.00noon Funeral John Cox St Michael's
Tuesday 9.30am St Michael's
Wednesday 12 noon Sacred Heart
Thursday 7.00pm St Michael's

Saturday 6.30pm Sacred Heart
Sunday 10.30am St Michael's

GOSPEL THOUGHTS: Matt 3: 1-12

Change can be wonderfull We resist change
because it involves letting go of the familiar. Habits
and comfort are not easy to let go of, selfishness
reigns. What we are accustomed to is not easy to lose.
To encourage us to be different, we need to be
attracted to the alternative.

John the Baptist doesn't help, declaring

retribution; punishment for
PARE our faults. The prophet

Isaiah and St Paul suggest
W something more attractive

B L but still challenging. They
NI O call us, all together, to do
N HE what is best for other
N\ people.
LORD We are the way when we
manage to forgive and
bring peace for OTHER
| people.




REMEMBERED...during Mass

Teresa Peter, Alfred Ellison, Peter Plunkett,
Michael Youell, John Cox, Jude Ilelejiy,

Please keep these families in your prayers.

LIVERPOOL PEACE MARCH
The weekly march through town for peace with justice and for
an end to the occupation of Palestine is on Sunday, 7" December at 2.00pm
starting at the RC Cathedral and ending with speakers at Derby Square.
All are welcome.

CAFOD WORLD GIFTS

Do you want to give something meaningful as a Christmas gift this year?

Why not give a CAFOD World Gift. Each gift is more than a present -
it is a way to stand in solidarity with our global neighbours.
Every gift is ethical, sustainable and personal and includes helping
children starting school, protecting the planet
and supporting farmers facing the climate crisis.
World Gift Catalogues are available at the back of church. Do take onel!

CARDS TO PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE

A word of thanks to everyone who took Christmas cards
for Prisoners of Conscience.
Please don't forget to send them if you haven't already done so.

ADVENT FAMILY FUN DAY

The DSC organised the Advent Family Fun Day,
The DSC is the Synod in action.
The Archdiocese is slowly and inevitability developing.
The local parishes are working together as “A Famiy of Parishes”

Please enquire how you can play a part.
For more information contact Ann on 07771883328.

Svp
The SVP is an important part of parish outreach.
The collection is the first weekend of each month.
You are very generous. Thank you.

Christmas is a time when we want o be generous

with family and friends, but your time and love
are more important than spending money,

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Wednesday, 10th December
Eucharistic Ministers' Meeting, 7.30pm, Horne Street.

COMPANIONS FOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Safeguarding regulations insist that Eucharistic Ministers do not visit people
alone. We are therefore asking for people who are not Eucharistic Ministers
but who have some time to give to this work each month to consider this role.
Accompanying our Eucharistic Ministers will be a way of serving those in our
community who are unable to attend church but wish to receive the
sacrament. Please let Father know if you can be part of this.

ADVENT EVENINGS: WHAT CAN I BRING HIM?

The Irenaeus Centre, L22 1RD, is hosting their 2nd reflection evening
in Advent on Wednesday 10™ December, 7-8.30pm.
For more info. and zoom links contact:
jenny@irenaeus.co.uk

TRAINING FOR CATECHISTS

Join the Dominican Sisters for a series of free online sessions on Saturdays,
13th & 20th December, 9:00 to 12:00 noon for essential training for
catechists and to discover how best o prepare and share our faith with
others. Join via the link: https://www.lightoftruth.uk/event-details/essential
-fraining-for-catechists-2025-12-06-09-00

LECTIO FOR YOUNG ADULTS
Every Friday at 18:00 at St Vincent de Paul's Church, L1 5JN, there is a
‘lectio’ prayer group for young adults. Starting with Mass at 18:00,
then, followed by a short time of reflecting on the Sunday readings.

This friendly group also organises trips and retreats. For more info. contact
James: djmoroney@cantab.net or ring 07546 667394

THE ARCHDIOCESAN YOUNG ADULT GROUP
The Archdiocesan Young Adult Group (anyone aged 18-35) will meet at the
Pauline Book Centre (84 Church Streeft, Liverpool L1 3AY, 18:30-20:00

on Tuesday 16 December when Fr. Hugh Donleavy will deliver a talk titled:
'Is Scripture Outdated?' Social fime with food and refreshment afterwards.

Please sign up at: https://forms.office.com/e/3A8CKHijnD?origin=IprLink
Contact Moses at m.mui@rcaol.org.uk for more info.
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