
St. Michael's Catholic 

Primary



• A place of welcome for all.

• It educates about why people are forcibly displaced.

• It recognises that the UK is enriched by new arrivals.

• Supports pupils from all backgrounds to feel seen, 
supported and included.

Our School of Sanctuary is:



 LEARN about what it means 
to be seeking sanctuary.

TAKE ACTION to embed 
welcome, safety and 
inclusion in school.

SHARE what we have done 
with others.

The Three principles 

of a 

School of Sanctuary



We are a large primary 
school in the Tuebrook
area of Liverpool.  Our 

school community 
continues to grow and 
diversify, 60.8% of our 

pupils are children with 
English as an Additional 

Language.

We have 15 families, who 
joined our school seeking 

sanctuary. Ten of these 
families are now refugees, 
four are seeking asylum, 

and one has asylum 
seeking status granted. 

With have highs level of 
transient community, as 

10.9% of our school 
population joined us as 
mobility pupils in this 
academic year alone. 
There are 41 different 

languages in our school.

Our School 
Context 

There are 21 different 
ethnicities.  Our most 
widely spoken languages 
are Malayalam and Arabic.



Learn

Noor from Asylum Link Merseyside came 
into school and completed an assembly 
and individual class workshops to teach us 
about families seeking asylum and what it 
means to become a refugee.  

KS1 and KS2 
Asylum Link Merseyside Visit

Our KS1 pupils learnt about the 
impact of having to pack up 
their life and thought about 
how difficult it would be to 
choose only essential items to 
travel on their journey.

We help our students, staff and wider community learn about what it means to be seeking 

sanctuary and the issues surrounding forced migration.

KS2 looked at the book the 
journey, which some of us have 
already used in school.  

Pupils were able to 
make connections to 
their own journeys 
when they were 
seeking asylum.
We learnt what our 
local Asylum link 
does to support 
families.



Learn

Pilgrims of Hope 

To be signs of hope for others, by 
putting Catholic Social Teaching into 
action by supporting our community 
who have experienced war, hunger or 
poverty in this Jubilee Year.  

By our actions, our words, the decisions we make each day, our patient efforts to sow seeds of beauty and kindness wherever 
we find ourselves, we want to sing of hope and reawaken in every heart the joy and courage to embrace life to the full. 

Pope Francis 

Big Help Project

Pre-loved toy sale

Raising money for our local charity to support 
their food banks, food club, debt advice, baby 
basics and trading shops

Fund raising through our school discos



Learn

In Our Curriculum

Our No-Outsiders curriculum explores themes relating to refugees, responding to racist behaviour, accepting 
difference and understanding discrimination and diversity in every year group.

Reception I know in my class 
we are not all the 
same/I know we are 
different make 
friends. 

Year One 

I share the world with 
lots of people, looking 
at similarities and 
differences 

Year two

Highlights how 
everyone, regardless 
of their background, 
beliefs, or appearance, 
is welcomed and 
valued. 

To welcome 
different people. 

To understand 
what 
Discrimination 
means and to be 
welcoming.

Year Three

Year Four

To help someone 
accept difference 

Year Five

To consider 
responses to racist 
behaviour. 

Year Six

To consider causes 
of racism and 
responses to 
immigration 

These sessions are often practical and include drama based activities, circle times, social stories and discussions. 



In Our Curriculum

"I feel connected to the story 

because I understand how they feel."

"That happened to me and my family. 

We had to leave my country because 

of war. We came on an aeroplane. I 

like living in Liverpool now."

"I feel happy for the people who can 

walk away from war and be safe.“

Pupil Voice

L
e
a
r
n

Widgit for supporting EAL learners 

Widgit can 

be used by 

staff to 

support 

creating 

resources to 

make 

learning 

more 

accessible.

Pre-

teaching of 

vocabulary 

happens in 

every class 

to support 

learners 

access to 

the lesson.



Ready Steady Write: Y6 The Year 6 Ready Steady Write scheme introduces a beautiful story about people who are having to flee their home 

country.  Reinforcing the use of key vocabulary and thoughtful discussion around forced migration. 



Pupil’s are taught about migration 
within our Opening Worlds scheme

L
e
a
r
n

Year 5 have 

a specific 

topic 

learning 

about 

migration, 

both 

voluntary 

and 

involuntary. 

Staff have attended continuing 

professional development 

training to support their 

understanding of the terms 

used for asylum seeking, the 

process families have to go 

through and also supporting 

families.  The school of 

Sanctuary news letter is 

shared with all staff.

CPD



REFUGE ISLAND by Whispered Tales 
20/05/25

We have booked a 20 minute dance 

performance that explores stories of 

female migration and the human capacity 

to offer a place of refuge in times of crisis. 

As a lone woman appears on a surreal 

pedestrian refuge island we begin to hear 

just why she braved the elements to leave 

her home and settle here in a new place 

of refuge. 

Coming soon

Refugee Week and a Day of Welcome  
16th-22nd June 

Story Sack Project
22nd May

We will be 

planning our ‘Day 

of Welcome’ and 

‘Simple Acts 

Project’ for 

Refugee week

In partnership with Liverpool Learning Partnership (LLP), we will be running a small project 
to produce some story sack bags for schools to give to families. This will support those who 
have arrived in Liverpool schools as refugees or seeking asylum. The aim of the sack will be 
to provide some information, a family book and a craft/art activity that could allow 
parents/carers to either engage with school or express something about their identity. 



Embed

Our arrival pack is now digitised, this 
allows families to switch translation to 
their home language, so they can read 
all of the arrival information.

All families have a pre-admission 
meeting, where they get a tour of the 
school, get taken through the 
documents.  Families requiring 
additional support are signposted to 
our Family Support Worker drop in 
sessions every Tuesday.

Welcoming New Parents 

Welcoming New Pupils 

• School tour with the Pastoral Team 
and check in to make sure you have 
everything you need. 

• Classroom Buddy
• Get to know the teacher
• Complete an assessment of English 

proficiency on our new interactive 
digital assessment system.

• Access English tutoring at home 
using Flash Academy

• Learn English with your family at 
home.

• Have tailored English lessons 
according to age and stage of 
English proficiency. 

• Introduction to school rules and 
what happens when. 

Resources to help

• Visual timetables in place in every 
classroom.

• Calm learning environments in 
every classroom.

• One-page profiles are shared with 
staff on the newly arrived children.

• Meetings take place with DSL and 
SENCo to gain further information 
about the family and child’s needs.

• All lessons are dual coded with 
visual images using widget.

• Pre-teaching of vocabulary takes 
place for learners who need more.

• Widgit can be used to create 
communication boards to support 
learners with English as an 
additional language.

We are committed to creating a safe and inclusive culture of welcome that 

benefits everybody, including anyone in our community seeking sanctuary and 

working with people seeking sanctuary to co-produce their sanctuary efforts and 

practice.



L6 Community Centre: Our Pastoral team will 
make individual referrals for Christmas support. 
They provide food, clothing and toys to the 
selected vulnerable families. These will then be 
delivered to the families via the school minibus 
to provide support over the Christmas holidays.

Nugent Care – Christmas and Easter : Pastoral 
completed a referral form for our most vulnerable 
families and children who would benefit from 
receiving toys over the Christmas holidays. To make 
toy parcels at Christmas and organise Easter eggs at 
Easter. This alleviates some of the pressure that 
families are feeling over the Christmas holidays.

New Beginnings, Improving Lives: The pastoral team requested and collected over 30 food parcels that were 
donated to school to help with our most vulnerable families over the Christmas period.  This ensured that the 
most vulnerable children in our school had food to eat over the Christmas holidays.

Micah Charity- The Pastoral Team organises the 
donation of over 30 parcels of food which are 
delivered to our most vulnerable families to 
support them over the holidays.

Cash For Kids: Our Pastoral team makes a referral for the amount of 
families/ children that will need toys over the Christmas holidays. Once the 
application has been completed and successful we will then go and collect 
the toys from the Cash for Kids location. These will then be delivered to the 
families via the school minibus. This helps to alleviate some of the pressures 
our most vulnerable families face over the Christmas period.

LFC:  The Pastoral Team will request and collect 
food parcels donated half termly. We select the 
vulnerable families we have noticed who need 
support during the half term. The families can 
then come and collect the parcels from the office. 
This ensures that our most vulnerable families 
have food over the half term breaks.

Amazon: The pastoral team formed a connection with Amazon. They came into the breakfast club and 
donated Christmas gifts to all of the children that attended clubs and extra presents for vulnerable children 
who needed support over the Christmas period. They also donated money to the school that would be used 
to fund the breakfast club for every child across the whole year. This meant that children would be able to 
access breakfast club and be able to get a healthy breakfast for free in order to start their day correctly.

Magic Breakfast: The pastoral team has made connections with magic breakfast. This 
is a company that delivers us four different types of cereal, bread and bagels each 
week at a discounted cost. This allowed us to reduce the price of breakfast club which 
resulted in more children coming. It gives the children a variety of healthy breakfasts 
that they can access before the school day begins. This is open to all children and 
helps them to start their day positively and ready to learn. 

Fully Funded Summer Trips: The pastoral team plans for trips/vouchers or activities to support our most vulnerable families over the summer holidays. They work 
out the cost and figures. This then has to be sent off via an application form and a board of people have to assess and allocate us with a grant. In the Summer the 
Pastoral Team arranged a fully funded trip for 10 families in the summer holidays to Gulliver’s World (Summer ‘24). This included entry tickets and transport to and 
from the destination.  Vouchers were also distributed for our vulnerable families. This year we helped 20 of our most vulnerable families by giving them £20 cinema 
vouchers (Summer’ 24). 



Embed

Family Support 
Worker

Therapeutic Classrooms

Staff have been trained on 

trauma based nurture approaches 

to their practice to support ACE’s.

EHAT’s are used 

to support 

families through 

a multiagency 

approach.

Safeguarding



Embed

School Assemblies Liverpool’s School’s 
Parliament

Holy Communions

Bring Your Parent to Lunch



Share

Uniform Support

Picnic Around the World

Book Breakfasts

An EAL pilot project 
was launched and 
trialled this year in 
partnership with 

EMTAS to support 
EAL pupils oracy skills 

in Year 6. 

An EAL parenting class 
was ran for up to 12 
families in school for 12 
weeks in partnership with 
EMTAS to support families 
accessing support to learn 
English.

Our school bus helps 
transport pupils when 
needed and is also 
used for collections

DeepL is used to support in 
the moment conversations.

We proudly share our values and activities with our 

local communities and work collaboratively to build 
our movement of welcome.

Mother’s Day 
Assembly



Share School AssembliesNewsletter

The School Website

Local Community Work

Friends of St. Michael’s

The Curriculum

Parent App

We use many different 

platforms and 

communication methods 

to share our values and 

activities with our local 

community.



To continue to embed our 
new EAL language 

assessment system and 
programme for 

supporting pupils with 
English as an additional 

language to learn English.

To reflect with the Quality 
of Education lead how the 
‘No outsider’s Curriculum’ 

can be documented to 
ensure pupils 

understanding of key 
concepts are developed 
progressively each year.To develop our global 

links further and promote 
pupil’s role as a global 
citizen. Additionally, to 
provide CPD to further 

enhance staffs links with 
international and global 

organisations.

Next Steps 
at 

St. Michael’s

To develop further cultural 
options on our school menu 
for pupils to try foods from 
around the world.


