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St Michael’s Catholic PrimarySchool

Curriculum Policy 2021

‘WithJesuswecanachievewhatwedreamandbelieve’
School Mission

Rationale

At St Michael’s Catholic Primary School, we have adedicated team of staffand Governors, whoare
committedtodeliveringabroad, excitingand challenging curriculum. Asa Catholic Primary School we
workwithinaninclusive, caring environment, promoting our mission values including Love,Respect,
Friendship,and Tolerance. Wealso promote BritishValues of Democracy, Rule of Law, Individual
Liberty, MutualRespectand Tolerance, throughoutour schoolcurriculum. TheseChristianandBritish
Valuespermeateallaspectsofschoollife enabling us to help every child achieve their full potential by
equipping them with a feeling of self- worth, a respectful attitude towards others, an excitement
for learning and an enthusiasm for life. We equip children with the skills, knowledge and
understanding necessarytobeabletomakeinformedchoicesabouttheimportantthingsintheir
future enabling them to lead happy and rewarding lives.

StMichael’sisalarge CatholicPrimarySchool, with a high percentage of children forwhom Englishis
anadditional language. We are situated close to the city centre anditis within this diverse context
that our curriculum has been developed.

Curriculum Intent

At St. Michael’s, our curriculum ensures full coverage of the national curriculum. Our intent is
that all children reach national standards so that they are fully prepared for the next phase of
their education. We are committed to ensuring that every child leaves St. Michael’s as a
competent reader, thus reading is at the core of our entire curriculum and we actively
maximise opportunities for reading across all subject areas. Our children are steeped in rich
and aspirational vocabulary which allows them to access the full curriculum and articulate their
learning. Learning is coherently sequenced, building upon children’s prior knowledge and
facilitating them to make links and build schema, thus knowing more and remembering more.
The design has a clear focus on crucial knowledge which, once secure, children are then able to

independently apply to a range of learning contexts to deepen their understanding.

St. Michael’s distinct core themes that underpin our curriculum are equality, diversity and
aspirations. We firmly believe that these values reflect and represent our school family, and are
crucial for our children to successfully develop in their journey through life. Children will learn
about their right to equality, embrace diversity and be ignited to aspire and achieve what they
dream and believe. Staff nurture and celebrate children’s talents, providing them with a
plethora of experiences and opportunities which they would not ordinarily receive outside of
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school, instilling a life-long love for learning.

We recognise and value the important role which parents and carers play in their child’s
education. By enhancing partnerships and working closely with our families, we can effectively
equip them to support their child’s learning.

Implementation

Our curriculum is implemented through bespoke, high-quality long-term and medium-term
plans, crafted by subject leaders with the support of the curriculum leadership team. All plans
ensure full national curriculum coverage and include:

e sequential learning

e corevocabulary

e opportunities for reading

o relevant and engaging learning activities

e regular opportunities for challenge

e application of knowledge and skills to a wider context

e apre-learning task to assess prior knowledge and inform subsequent teaching

e apost-learning task to demonstrate children’s acquired knowledge from the topic

Our whole-school teaching and learning approach is rooted around Rosenshine’s Principles of
Effective Instructions. This offers pupils a consistent, research-informed style of teaching to
secure meaningful learning and age-related outcomes. Our leadership team recognises the
importance of high-quality CPD with a proven track record for success that will directly address
our school improvement journey. All staff have been provided with an extensive professional
development programme, with a particular focus on our teaching and learning approach, with
the ultimate aim of improving pupil outcomes. All subject leads take an active role in driving
their subject forwards successfully, developing a strong subject knowledge to become experts
in their curriculum area.

We firmly believe that assessment is a driver for effective teaching. Staff regularly use
diagnostic, formative assessment and feedback to inform future planning and identify pupils
who require additional precision teaching to move their learning on. Summative assessments
capture pupils” attainment and progress at key points throughout the year.

Impact

Being able to measure the impact of our curriculum is critical to its success. By summarising

attainment and progress made by pupils, along with using the data to refine and improve our

curriculum provision, we ensure that our pupils are receiving a high-quality education. We will
measure impact by monitoring teaching and learning. This will include:

e pupil voice to articulate learning

o professional discussions with staff

e looking at pupils’ books

e analysis of data (both internal and published)
o formal lesson observations

¢ informal learning walks

e implementing a coaching programme

e afocus on displays and learning environments
e monitoring planning, marking and feedback
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We will use the outcomes of our monitoring to summarise the impact of our curriculum to date
and inform future actions for development. The leadership team and subject leaders will be
responsible and accountable for measuring the impact and reporting to governors.

1.

Introduction
Thecurriculumisalltheplannedactivitiesthatweasschoolorganiseinorderto promote
learning, personal growth and development. Itincludesnot only the formal requirements
oftheNationalCurriculum, butalsotherangeofextra-curricular activitiesthattheschool
organisestoenrichtheexperienceofourchildren. Italso

includesthe ‘hiddencurriculum’,orwhatthechildrenlearnfromthewaytheyare treated
andexpectedtobehave. Weaimtoteachchildrenhowtogrowintopositive, responsible
people, whocanworkandco-operate with others, whilst developing knowledge, skillsand
attitudestolearning,inorderthattheyachievetheirtrue potential.

Values

Ourschool curriculumis underpinned by the values that we hold dear at our school. The
curriculumisthemeansbywhichtheschoolachievesitsobjectivesofeducating childrenin
theknowledge,skillsandunderstandingthattheyneedinordertolead fulfilled lives.

Thesearethe mainvaluesoftheschool; uponwhich we have based ourschool
curriculum:

e We value the way in which all children are unique, and our curriculum
promotesrespectfortheviewsofeachindividualchild,aswellasforall people of
allcultures. Wevaluethe spiritualand moral development of each person, as well
astheirintellectual and physical growth.

e Wevaluetheimportance of eachpersoninourcommunity. We organise our
curriculum so that we promote co-operation and understanding between all
members of ourcommunity.

e Wevaluetherightsofeachpersoninoursociety. Werespecteachchildin our
schoolforwhotheyareandwetreatthemwithfairnessandhonesty. We aim to
enable each person to be successful, and we provide equal opportunities for
all the childrenin our school.

e Wevalueourenvironmentandaim, through ourcurriculum, to teach respect forour
world,andhowweshouldcareforitforfuturegenerations,aswellas our own.

3. Aims andobjectives

The aims of our school curriculum are:

e to enable all children to reach national standards so that they are fully
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prepared for the next phase of their education.

e toenable all children to become competent readers, so that they can access
the full curriculum, develop a broad vocabulary and enjoy a wide range of
books

e toenableallchildrentolearnanddeveloptheirskillstothebestoftheir
ability;

e topromote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to
schooland acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning;

e toteachchildrenthebasicskillsof English, Mathematicsand Computing;

e toenablechildrentobecreativeandtodeveloptheirowncriticalthinking;

e toteachchildrenaboutthe developing world, including how their
environment and society have changed over time;

e tohelpchildren understand Britain’s cultural heritage;

e toenablechildrentobe positive citizens in society;

e tofulfilallthe requirements of the National Curriculum (2014) and the
Catholic RE programme ‘Come and See’

e toteachchildrentohaveanawarenessoftheirown spiritual development,
understanding right fromwrong;

e tohelpchildrenunderstandandvalue theimportance of truth and fairness, so they
grow up committed to equal opportunities for all;

e toenablechildrentohaverespect forthemselves, high self-esteem,andtobe able to
live and work co-operatively with others.

e toenablechildrentopracticetheirMath’sand English skillsacrossother
subject areas

4. OQOrganisation and planning

We planourcurriculuminYeargroups, based onthe requirements of the National
Curriculum 2014. These can be found on the National Curriculum website
www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-framework- for-key-
stages-1-to4

The long term plans map out the coverage of the National Curriculum, ensuring

that children’s knowledge is built upon from previous learning.

Detailed medium term plans have been crafted by subject leaders to meet the
requirements of the National Curriculum.
Ourshorttermplansarethosethatourteacherswriteonaweeklybasis. Weuse theseto
setoutourlearningobjectivesforeachsession,andtoidentifywhat resourcesand
activitieswearegoingtouseinthelesson. All teachers also use a ‘Marking and Feedback
book’ which supports staff to reflect on each lesson and tailor the next lesson to the
individual needs of each child.


http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-framework-for-key-stages-1-to4
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-framework-for-key-stages-1-to4
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-framework-for-key-stages-1-to4
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5. Children with specialneeds

Thecurriculuminourschoolisdesignedtoprovideaccessandopportunityforall children
whoattendtheschool. Ifwethinkitnecessarytoadaptthecurriculumto meettheneeds
ofindividualchildren,thenwedosoonlyafterthe parentsofthe childrenhavebeen
consultedandadvicehasbeensoughtfromexternalagencies,i.e. Education Psychologist.

Ifachildhasaspecial need, ourschool doesallitcanto meettheseindividual needs. We
comply withthe requirements set outinthe SEN Code of Practice in providing for children
withspecialneeds. Ifachilddisplayssignsofhavingspecialneeds, theclass teacher makesan
assessmentofthisneed. Inmostinstancestheteacherisableto provide resource and
educational opportunities which meet the child’s needs within the normal class organisation.
Children’sspecialeducational needs maybe metby the use of intervention groupsorone-to-
onesupportfrom Teaching Assistantsand teachers.

TheschoolusesPIVATSforeachofthechildrenwhoareonthespecialneedsregister.

This setsoutthe next stepsforeach childineachareaoflearning. Thiswillthen becomepart
ofthechild’sindividualplan,whichwillalsohighlightthechild’s

strengthsand area for development and how these will be supported. Advice from the
appropriate external agenciesisincorporated into the profile.

6. TheEarly Years Foundation Stage

ThecurriculumthatweteachintheNurseryandreceptionclassesmeetsthe
requirementssetoutinthe revised National Curriculumat Foundation Stage. Our
curriculumplanningfocusesontheEarlyYearsDevelopmentcriteriaandon
developingchildren’sskillsandexperiences,assetoutinthisdocument. TheNursery and
receptionclassesuseRead, Write, Inc, asaphonicandhandwritingscheme. We use the Bug
Club and Rising Stars books along with OxfordReading Tree, whichthechildrencanaccess
online to supportreading.

Ourschool fully supports the principle that youngchildren learn through play and by
engaging in well-planned structured activities. Teaching in the reception classes builds
upontheexperiencesofthechildrenfromtheir pre-schoollearning.

Duringthechildren’sfirstterminthe Foundation Stage, their class teacher beginsto record
theskillsofeachchildonentrytotheschool. Thisassessmentformsan important part of
the future curriculum planning foreach child. The Foundation Stage Profileisusedtoassess
children’sprogressduringtheirfirstyearinschool.

Wearewellawarethat all children needthe support of parentsandteachersto make good
progressinschool. Westrivetobuild positive links with the parentsofeachchild bykeeping
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theminformedaboutthewayinwhichthechildrenarebeingtaughtand howwelleachchild
isprogressing. Wealsoinviteparentsinonaregularbasis,to engagewiththechildren,during
‘StayandPlay’and‘Story Time’sessions,aswellas inviting parent to join us on educational
trips out.

7. Keyskills
Our curriculum ensures progression in the following key skills:

e reasoning;

e enquiry;

e working with others and communicating;

e improvingown learning and performance

e problem-solving andcreativity;
Inourcurriculumplanning,weplantohelpchildrendeveloptheseskills,sothatthe
children’sprogress canbeidentified and monitored. Allsubjectareascontributetoa child’s
progressintheseskills. Ourschoolbelievesthatallchildrenneedtomake good progressin
theseskillareasinordertodeveloptotheirfull potential.

8. Therole of the subject leader

The role of the subject leader is to:
e provideastrategiclead and direction for the subject
e supportandofferadvicetocolleaguesonissuesrelatedtothesubject;
e monitor pupil progress in that subject area;
e provide efficient resource management for the subject.

Theschoolgivessubjectleadersleadershiptime,atleastonedayperterm,sothat theycan
conductkeyleadershipdutiesinvolvedwiththeirrole. Itistheroleofeach subjectleaderto
keepuptodatewithdevelopmentsintheirsubject,atbothnational andlocallevel. They
reviewthewaythesubjectistaughtintheschoolandplanfor improvement. This
development planning links to whole-school objectives. Each subjectleaderreviewsthe
curriculum plansfortheirsubject, ensuresthat thereis full
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coverageofthe National Curriculumandthatprogressionisplanned. Theymustthen
monitorandreviewthisonaregularbasis,byconductingbookscrutiny, learning walksand
throughdiscussionwithbothpupilsandstaff. Thiswilltheninformfuture planning.

9. Monitoring and review

Our governing body is responsible for monitoring the way the school curriculum is
implemented. Governors review each subject area according to the policy review
timetable and meet regularly with subject leaders.

The headteacherisresponsibleforthe day today organisation ofthe curriculum. The
headteacherandseniorstaffmonitortheplansforallteachers,ensuringthatall classes
aretaughtthe full requirements of the National Curriculum.

Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school. They monitor
long-term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate teaching strategiesare
used. Subjectleadersalso have the responsibility formonitoring the way in which
resources are stored and managed.
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